
COLORADO: Lekking Grouse

“Early spring in Colorado is a dynamic time, both for weather and for birds. This year we found the
prairies to be warmer than average, with many trees already leafing out. Over much of the
Rockies there was little snow, but at the highest elevations we were thwarted somewhat by high
winds and a deep snowpack. If the weather and habitats were varied the birds were even more so.
Of course the highlight honors of any spring Colorado trip must fall to the grouse. This year we
had exceptional views of all five species of lekking grouse, and excellent looks at a female Dusky
Grouse foraging along a thicket of stunted oak trees. The stately but somehow supercilious
displays of Greater and Gunnison Sage-Grouse provided a great contrast to the frenetic and
comical antics of the three Prairie-Chickens. The supporting cast was wonderful as well; from the
first returning shorebirds using prairie reservoirs as stopover sites, to Mountain Plovers and
Burrowing Owls standing around in expansive Prairie-Dog towns, from all three species of Rosy-
Finches swirling around a snowy village, to a roosting Long-eared Owl that remained still for over a
half-hour as we filled up our camera cards. We also managed a true rarity in the form of a Black-
chinned Sparrow singing in a beautiful dry foothill canyon, and several early arrivals in the prairies.
It was a wonderful voyage around the scenic and bird-rich state of Colorado, with a great group of
participants, and I very much look forward to the next rendition!

Our first stop on day one was the mountain town of Estes Park. Here we enjoyed a surprise
Prairie Falcon coursing over conifer-clad slopes, a perched Band-tailed Pigeon, and several
stunning Mountain Bluebirds, trying their best to out-color the sky. Feeders and neighborhoods
south of town and at nearby Allenspark failed to produce the hoped for Rosy-Finches (likely due to
good weather) a host of more common montane birds such as Cassin’s Finch, Pygmy and White-
breasted Nuthatches, and Black-billed Magpies, Hairy Woodpeckers, Mountain Chickadees, and a
wealth of varying subspecies of Dark-eyed Juncos kept us well entertained. Later, after a
wonderful lunch stop at a local bakery we attempted to drive up to Loveland Pass in search of
White-tailed Ptarmigan. In contrast to the nice weather around Estes we discovered howling winds
(gusting to 40mph) and blowing snow at the top of the pass, and after an hour of searching
decided that the Ptarmigan were likely tucked into snow banks awaiting better weather (and thus
proving themselves the smarter animal). On the drive north to Walden we made several stops,
admiring perched Swainson’s and Red-tailed Hawks, a soaring Golden Eagle, our first Ospreys
and a cooperative pair of American Dippers along a rushing mountain stream. I think the near-
constant stunning background scenery provided for a very exciting first day!

As dawn broke on day two we waited in the van near a Greater Sage-Grouse lek. For over an
hour we watched as eight males vied for the attention of nearly 15 females. The males, with their
comical filoplumes, puffed up chests and large yellow throat sacs made an impressive display.
Each male stood with his head erect and tail fanned, occasionally stretching forward and inflating
his throat sacs before releasing the air and making a deep ker-plunk call. The females on the
whole seemed to be less impressed than we were… Enroute back to Walden for breakfast we
spent some time sorting through the impressive showing of waterbirds on Lake Walden. Amidst 50
American White Pelicans and dozens of gulls and cormorants were hundreds of ducks. In quick
succession we worked through Lesser Scaup, Ring-necked Duck, Canvasback, Redhead,
Bufflehead, Common Merganser, Gadwall, Mallard, Northern Shoveler, Green - winged Teal, and
Common Goldeneye, as well as a small group of Western Grebes with a single Clark’s Grebe.
Definitely a visual bounty significant enough to whet ones appetite for breakfast!

Later in the morning we elected to follow up on a tip by driving east to Gould. Here at a state forest
visitors center we were thrilled to find several beautiful Pine Grosbeaks, and, after awhile of
waiting, a surprising single Brown-capped Rosy-Finch. Soon after the snows set in, and as we
drove westwards to Craig it remained cold and uninviting for much of the afternoon. After a few
hours rest at our hotel the weather cleared and we attempted to track down one of the more
elusive grouse in Colorado, the Dusky Grouse. Although we did not find a displaying male at a
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known location the walk up the scrubby valley did produce exceptionally close views of a roosting
Long-eared Owl in a short oak tree, and several pairs of cooperative Sandhill Cranes.

Our experiences with dancing grouse continued on the morning of day three, where we found
ourselves greeting the dawn in a wide valley of grass ringed by scrubby and snow-covered hills. A
group of 11 Sharp-tailed Grouse were seen strutting along the ridge of a nearby hill, with the
males’ purple tympanums, drooped wings and erected tail peeking up from the grasses. While we
were watching the males running around their prospective mates, quivering their tails and stamping
we were distracted by a quietly foraging female Dusky Grouse which was along the road just a few
meters downhill from the car! This species is common in Colorado in the appropriate habitat, but
can be frustratingly difficult to locate on command. Flush with success we began our journey south
to Grand Junction ahead of schedule. Soon after departing Craig we stopped to admire a foraging
flock of nearly 50 Pinyon Jays that were feeding on a nearby slope. Later we investigated some of
the neighborhoods in the small town of Meeker and happily found a small group of Evening
Grosbeaks mixed in with a large group of Cassin’s Finch, American Goldfinch, and Pine Siskins.
The rest of the drive turned up several more birds of interest including a Common Loon and a pair
of White-faced Ibis at a large reservoir, and several groups of migrant swallows. In the afternoon
we chose to chase the 4th Black-chinned Sparrow for the state of Colorado, which was being
reported quite close to Grand Junction. A short walk through a trail in the Colorado National
Monument produced our quarry as well as our first Say’s Phoebe, Juniper Titmouse, and Black-
throated Sparrows. We then drove the main road through the incredibly scenic monument, with its
winding roads, steep canyons, and bright red rocks on our way to a reservoir near the Utah border.
As the sun set on a very productive day of birding we enjoyed excellent views of our first
Loggerhead Shrike, a fine Sage Thrasher and a mixed flock of gulls including a surprise (First for
the tour in the last 8 years) Caspian Tern. Unfortunately our normal optional owling trip up the
Grand Mesa was scrapped due to high winds and precipitation.

We slept in a bit the next day before heading to the nearby Little Bookcliffs Monument. This steep
sided and arid canyon supports a sparse growth of juniper and pinyon pine, and a small population
of the introduced and very beautiful Chukar. The density of this species in the canyon fluctuates
from year to year, and this year appeared to be a down year. Despite much searching we
managed only to hear a brief burst of calls from one individual. The multitude of cooperative Rock
Wrens, several more Black-throated Sparrows and a flock of White-throated Swifts provided some
excitement, and we even managed to find two of the “Wild” Horses that make the upper part of the
canyon their home. Enroute to our next base of Gunnison we stopped at several wetlands around
Delta, where the sunshine, green leaves, and flowering trees provided a welcome change from the
wintry north. Amongst the number of regular species we located a trio of Red-breasted
Mergansers and a single Blue-winged Teal, as well as several Clark’s Grebes. Of particular
interest though were a number of Forster’s Terns (typical later in April) and a beautiful Lewis’s
Woodpecker. We skipped viewing the geologically interesting Black Canyon of the Gunnison this
year due to our earlier success with Dusky Grouse. This allowed us to make the extra drive up to
the ski town of Crested Butte, with its chalets, numerous artworks (including an excellent Sir
George vs. the Dragon), and quaint shops. We drove around town for a while in a light snow but
failed to connect with any finches. At the last moment we drove uphill as far as possible, and to all
our surprise, a flock of about 170 Rosy-Finches appeared! Although a little flighty we all managed
to see a few Black Rosy-Finches and a Hepburn’s Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch amidst the large flock
of predominantly Brown-capped Rosy-Finches. A nice dinner at a local steakhouse was followed
by an early bedtime to prepare for the next morning’s visit to the Gunnison Sage Grouse Lek.

The Gunnison plateau was snow-free this year, in stark contrast to previous year. According to the
locals the snow melted in mid-March, about a month and a half earlier than “average”. The Sage-
Grouse seemed to have responded by winding down their activity at the lek earlier than normal
(they generally display into May). We arrived at the lek viewing area in the dark and awaited the
dawn. As the sun began to lighten the horizon we soon were able to see a few males displaying to
a group of females. The females departed before the day began to really brighten, but several
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males remained on the lek site for about half an hour more. Although quicker than normal the
views were satisfying and the warm conditions more than comfortable. As an added benefit we
had more time to bird enroute to Pueblo. Most years we make frequent stops along the road
through Monarch Pass, which climbs up into Douglas fir forest at nearly 11000ft before dropping
down to the Salida Valley. This year we encountered snowy conditions that began abruptly when
we arrived at the pass and precluded our options for birding. Although we thus missed Gray Jay,
Clark’s Nutcracker and our best chance for the always difficult American Three-toed Woodpecker
we made up for it with excellent studies of six species of swallows, a Black Phoebe, a pair of
Western Bluebirds (amidst a large flock of Mountain Bluebirds) and our first flock of Great-tailed
Grackles all around the wonderfully progressive little town of Salida (where we ate lunch at a local
café). As we dropped further in elevation towards Pueblo through the very scenic Arkansas River
Canyon we were delayed by a herd of Rocky Mountain Bighorn Sheep feeding along the road, and
also by a brief stop near the base of the canyon to observe the world’s tallest suspension bridge,
spanning the Royal Gorge. In Canyon City we (fittingly enough) found Canyon Wren and Canyon
Towhee, as well as a single Evening Grosbeak. In the late afternoon we visited the neighborhood
of a friend of mine in Pueblo West, where we found a pair of Curve-billed Thrashers and a small
covey of Scaled Quail lurking inside a dense stand of cholla cactus. The drive down the Arkansas
River Canyon, from high alpine forest to arid rocky slopes and then out onto the plains provides a
truly remarkable suite of visual treats, and is one of my favorite drives in Colorado.

We slept in a bit the next morning and then undertook the journey further out onto the plains and
into our base for the next two nights, Elkhart, Kansas. Driving east one quickly looses all sense of
the mountains, as agricultural fields, open rangelands and small prairie towns soon envelope the
senses. The little towns that we passed through were full of character, some poor, and others
affluent, but all containing friendly folk and wonderful old trees that provide shade and forage for
migrant and resident birds alike. Searching these towns can be productive, and entertaining both
for the birds (our first warblers, and a White-winged Dove) and the sights (who can forget the tank
and tummy gas station?) The main birding highlight of the drive to Elkhart though was provided by
stops at several reservoirs. Mid-April is the peak migration time for several species of waders, and
we managed to find 13 species during the day. Chief among these were likely the several
breeding plumaged Snowy Plovers and the flock of 25 Baird’s Sandpipers around Holbrooke
Reservoir. Our first Lesser Yellowlegs, Spotted Sandpipers, Semipalmated and Least Sandpipers,
and Long-billed Dowitchers were also well received. Other birds of interest on the lakes included a
singing Eastern Phoebe, large numbers of Western and Clark’s Grebes, and side-by-side
comparisons of breeding plumaged Horned and Eared Grebes. Once in Kansas we made a few
stops in patches of native grasslands and were rewarded with our first Vesper and Lark Sparrows,
and a newfound understanding of cattle operations. During a brief tour of the dusty town of
Johnson City we studied Audubon’s and Myrtle Warblers side-by-side and were also surprised to
find a Capuchin Monkey hanging out on the bed of a pickup truck, and wearing a diaper. We
watched it for a while. An after-dinner check of the sewage pond in Elkhart produced views of a
perched Great Horned Owl and two flying Barn Owls.

Lesser Prairie-Chickens are a species of high conservation concern, rare over most of their limited
range, and facing a variety of threats from hunting, land-use changes and fragmentation and
widespread drought. The population in the grasslands of Southwestern Kansas is one of the
healthiest extant populations, and the workers in the Cimarron National Grasslands are actively
managing to spread the population. We were in place at a lek near Elkhart just before dawn.
Using the car as a blind we had fine views of nearly 30 birds displaying on the lek. The erectile
pinnae, orangey tympanum and frenetic motions of the males was a joy to watch. Males would
cackle and hoot, run with their pinnae erect, stamp their feet, and sometimes spar with other
nearby males, all while their females (and us) stood by watching. Their frenzied displays were
quite the contrast from the rather stately and portentous displays of the Sage Grouse. After an
hour or so we decided to forage for breakfast back at Elkhart before heading out for the day. A
more complete visit to the Elkhart Sewage Works and Cemetery was very productive. Over the
previous week the temperatures were in the sixties or seventies, and trees were leafing out. A
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general warm trend in the prairie was bringing summering birds and migrants north in good
numbers and we saw several species that we only see on “warm” years. Northern Cardinal,
Northern Mockingbird, Lark, Vesper, and Chipping Sparrows were already present, and Western
Kingbird, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Orange-crowned, and Wilson’s Warblers were all likely recent
arrivals. The Cemetery held a Townsend’s Solitaire and a Red-breasted Nuthatch, both holdout
wintering birds. In contrast to most years shorebirds and larids dominated at the sewage pond,
with relatively few ducks present. Our first Wilson’s Phalaropes, resplendent in their breeding
finery plied the first pond, along with Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs, a Baird’s Sandpiper, and a
Yellow Mud Turtle basking in the morning sun. The Black-crowned Night-Heron roost was very
active, with more than a dozen birds visible, and with just a little searching we found both Great
Horned and Barn Owls. Birding the woodlots and trees in prairie towns during migration is always
entertaining, as one just never knows what will turn up.

After our tour of Elkhart we set off into nearby Oklahoma, where a very dilapidated town enroute to
the Black Mesa held a Curve-billed Thrasher and a group of Barn Swallows that were entering the
now-defunct local theatre through some broken windows. The Black Mesa is an uplifted plateau at
the very west end of Oklahoma that supports a unique avifauna for the state and is a surprising
change from the seemingly endless prairie. The upper slopes are covered in Pinyon-Juniper, and
rocky draws, bluffs, and spires dominate the landscape. Also here is a small state park with a lake
and small feeder stream lined with large cottonwoods. The park serves as a decent trap for
migrant birds, and for western Oklahoma the park and surrounding mesa habitats are the crown
jewel of birding locations. The reservoir held a nice selection of ducks and a few turtles sunning on
its banks, but little of real note. We elected to journey just a bit further west into New Mexico, and
as we crossed the Cimarron River we were thrilled to locate our first Wood Duck of the tour. Who
else can say that they have only one bird in a state and have that bird be Wood Duck? The
scenery was beautiful, and was enhanced by the feeling of being in a part of the United States that
very few people have been able to visit.

The warm weather brought us continued good luck, with numbers of Lark Sparrows and a nice
Cassin’s Sparrow along the road back from New Mexico. Enroute back to Elkhart we found a large
Prairie Dog town with over a dozen Burrowing Owls interspersed among the active burrows.
These charismatic owls are always fun to watch, but we were especially lucky to witness a mating
event at fairly close range. Also enroute home we found several Chihuahuan Ravens and a few
Common Ravens, another gorgeous Ferruginous Hawk, and a nice variety of sparrows (including
an incredible 650 Vesper Sparrows) undergoing migration or setting up territories.

Our next to last day was largely a travel day, as the drive back up to Wray takes the majority of the
daylight hours to complete. We made a stop again at the Elkhart Sewage Ponds and found a few
birds that were not present the day before (American Pipit, Wood Duck, Bufflehead) and then set
off north. Shortly after leaving Elkhart we found a large Prairie Dog town along the highway, and
after some careful scanning located a single Mountain Plover. This pale and delicately pattered
wader is scarce across its limited range and declining. They prefer very short grass prairie (like
that found around active Prairie Dog colonies) but never occur at very high densities. Later in the
morning we made a stop in at Two Buttes, a scenic watered canyon which forms an isolated oasis
in a sea of ranchland and is likely the most famous trap for migrants in SE Colorado. The short red
cliffs that frame the creek and thick riparian vegetation often serve as roost sites for owls, and
close to where we parked a Barn Owl was indeed using a deep fissure in the cliff as a day roost.
Although the woods were slow there were hundreds of Chipping Sparrows, our first Brown
Creeper, a few Yellow-rumped and Orange-crowned Warblers, a Brown Thrasher and several
Canyon Wrens and the sunny walk on a nearly windless day was very pleasant. As we neared
Wray we stopped in Bonny State Park and among the large cottonwood corridor we found Eastern
Bluebirds (completing our bluebird sweep for the tour), a couple of largely uncooperative Virginia
Rails, a Peregrine Falcon and a huge flock of Wild Turkeys foraging in the grasses lining the river.
We were met for dinner by a representative of the Wray Chamber of Commerce and the head of
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the Wray Historical Society who provided excellent companionship as they filled us in on the
schedule for the next morning’s activities.

An early start seemed well worth it as we were treated to our best lek experience of the tour. The
lek blind is very well situated, being on the east side of the dancing grounds and very close to the
action. As we opened the doors to the blind we were greeted by a crisp dark night sky, and soon
afterwards the soundscape of Greater Prairie-Chickens began to wash over us. Their cackles,
whoops, and deep eerie booms surrounded our blind for about 15 minutes before the light was
strong enough to begin to make up the shapes of territorial males as they established their
positions on the lek. Pairs of males periodically jumped into the air, beating their wings against
their rival, or just jumping up and fluttering back down to the ground. As soon as birds began
settling down the females began to arrive and the tempo increased to a frenzy as males began
avidly courting. Occasionally satellite males attempted to enter the centre of the colony, and then
all the dominant males switched to chase mode, as they kicked the interlopers out. Some of the
territorial males were strutting and whooping less than 10 yards from the front of the blind! The
close views enabled us to closely study their banded bodies, long pinnae, and rich yellow
tympanums tipped with purple at leisure. Also on the lek was an active pair of Burrowing Owls that
would occasionally chase a male chicken if he strode too close to their nest burrow. After an hour
and a half of one of the most impressive avian spectacles on the continent we wandered out for
breakfast at a local café. Due to the poor weather on day one at Loveland Pass we elected to
make a second attempt at finding White-tailed Ptarmigan. After a few hours driving we arrived at
the pass to find patchy blue sky, little wind and a sweeping vista snow dusted trees and a ring of
thirteen thousand foot peaks covered in fresh snow. We scanned the few patches of open rocky
ridges and mostly buried trees for several hours, and had fun watching a winter mountaineering
club rappel down an icy cliff but alas only managed to hear a ptarmigan cackle once. The cool air,
craggy peaks and numerous cliffs and trees were a welcome reminder that the state of Colorado
was not limited to the prairies! We finished the day in the beautiful Red Rock Park, near the base
of the frontrange. Against the backdrop of rich red slickrock we watched as several White-throated
Swifts flew in and out of crevices below our vantage point. Here too was a recently returned male
Broad-tailed Hummingbird atop a small bare tree, with his rich pink gorget flashing in the sun, and
a flock of Western Scrub-Jays coming into a feeder array. With a bit more patience we were
rewarded with views of a flock of White-crowned Sparrows, with a single White-throated Sparrow
and a single Harris’ Sparrow in tow! It was a great way to end a bird filled tour of Colorado.” –
Gavin Bieber

Bird List:

Column A = number of tours on which this species has been recorded
Column B = number of days this species was seen on the last tour
Column C = maximum daily count for this species on the last tour
H = heard only
X = also seen during the last tour

A B C

7 Snow Goose Chen caerulescens

4 Ross's Goose Chen rossii

3 Cackling Goose Branta hutchinsii

9 Canada Goose 7 100 Branta canadensis

9 Wood Duck 2 2 Aix sponsa

9 Gadwall 8 220 Anas strepera

1 Eurasian Wigeon Anas penelope

9 American Wigeon 5 30 Anas americana

9 Mallard 9 100 Anas platyrhynchos
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9 Blue-winged Teal 4 40 Anas discors

9 Cinnamon Teal 4 25 Anas cyanoptera

9 Northern Shoveler 6 300 Anas clypeata

9 Northern Pintail 2 2 Anas acuta

9 Green-winged Teal 7 55 Anas crecca

8 Canvasback 3 40 Aythya valisineria

9 Redhead 4 60 Aythya americana

9 Ring-necked Duck 5 30 Aythya collaris

5 Greater Scaup 1 2 Aythya marila

9 Lesser Scaup 5 150 Aythya affinis

9 Bufflehead 6 8 Bucephala albeola

9 Common Goldeneye 5 12 Bucephala clangula

6 Barrow's Goldeneye Bucephala islandica

5 Hooded Merganser 1 3 Lophodytes cucullatus

9 Common Merganser 6 18 Mergus merganser

8 Red-breasted Merganser 1 3 Mergus serrato

9 Ruddy Duck 6 170 Oxyura jamaicensis

9 Scaled Quail 1 5 Callipepla squamata

2 Gambel's Quail Callipepla gambelii

5 Northern Bobwhite 1 3 Colinus virginianus

6 Chukar 1 1 H Alectoris chukar

9 Ring-necked Pheasant 4 20 Phasianus colchicus

9 Greater Sage-Grouse 1 23 Centrocercus urophasianus

9 Gunnison Sage-Grouse 1 15 Centrocercus minimus

6 White-tailed Ptarmigan 1 1 H Lagopus leucurus

5 Dusky Grouse 1 1 Dendragapus obscurus obscurus

9 Sharp-tailed Grouse 1 11 Tympanuchus phasianellus

9 Greater Prairie-Chicken 1 29 Tympanuchus cupido pinnatus

9 Lesser Prairie-Chicken 1 27 Tympanuchus pallidicinctus

9 Wild Turkey 2 55 Meleagris gallopavo

3 Common Loon 3 2 Gavia immer

8 Pied-billed Grebe 5 6 Podilymbus podiceps

5 Horned Grebe 1 4 Podiceps auritus

9 Eared Grebe 6 115 Podiceps nigricollis

9 Western Grebe 6 450 Aechmophorus occidentalis

7 Clark's Grebe 3 150 Aechmophorus clarkii

9 American White Pelican 3 50 Pelecanus erythrorhynchos

9 Double-crested Cormorant 8 27 Phalacrocorax auritus

9 Great Blue Heron 8 6 Ardea herodias

2 Great Egret 2 1 Ardea alba

4 Snowy Egret 2 1 Egretta thula

2 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis

5 Black-crowned Night-Heron 3 20 Nycticorax nycticorax

4 White-faced Ibis 5 140 Plegadis chihi

9 Turkey Vulture 9 60 Cathartes aura

9 Osprey 3 5 Pandion haliaetus

1 Mississippi Kite Ictinia mississippiensis

9 Bald Eagle 3 3 Haliaeetus leucocephalus

9 Northern Harrier 4 4 Circus cyaneus
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9 Sharp-shinned Hawk 4 2 Accipiter striatus

9 Cooper's Hawk 3 2 Accipiter cooperii

1 Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentils

3 Broad-winged Hawk 1 1 Buteo platypterus

9 Swainson's Hawk 7 12 Buteo swainsoni

9 Red-tailed Hawk 9 20 Buteo jamaicensis

9 Ferruginous Hawk 3 2 Buteo regalis

8 Rough-legged Hawk Buteo lagopus

9 Golden Eagle 5 2 Aquila chrysaetos

9 American Kestrel 9 30 Falco sparverius

3 Merlin Falco columbarius

6 Peregrine Falcon 1 2 Falco peregrinus

9 Prairie Falcon 1 1 Falco mexicanus

3 Virginia Rail 1 2 Rallus limicola

9 American Coot 7 400 Fulica americana

9 Sandhill Crane 4 30 Grus canadensis

1 Black-bellied Plover Pluvialis squatarola

9 Snowy Plover 1 7 Charadrius alexandrinus

1 Semipalmated Plover Charadrius semipalmatus

9 Killdeer 7 11 Charadrius vociferus

9 Mountain Plover 2 1 Charadrius montanus

7 Black-necked Stilt 2 55 Himantopus mexicanus

9 American Avocet 5 100 Recurvirostra americana

2 Spotted Sandpiper 1 2 Actitis macularius

1 Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria

6 Greater Yellowlegs 5 6 Tringa melanoleuca

1 Willet (Western) Tringa semipalmata inornatus

4 Lesser Yellowlegs 3 6 Tringa flavipes

1 Upland Sandpiper Bartramia longicauda

9 Long-billed Curlew 2 11 Numenius americanus

1 Hudsonian Godwit Limosa haemastica

5 Marbled Godwit 3 7 Limosa fedoa

3 Semipalmated Sandpiper 1 30 Calidris pusilla

3 Western Sandpiper 2 10 Calidris mauri

4 Least Sandpiper 1 8 Calidris minutilla

8 Baird's Sandpiper 2 25 Calidris bairdii

3 Long-billed Dowitcher 2 20 Limnodromus scolopaceus

6 Wilson's Snipe 1 2 Gallinago delicate

5 Wilson's Phalarope 2 16 Phalaropus tricolor

8 Bonaparte's Gull 4 30 Chroicocephalus philadelphia

9 Franklin's Gull 5 25 Leucophaeus pipixcan

9 Ring-billed Gull 6 60 Larus delawarensis

9 California Gull 4 40 Larus californicus

5 Herring Gull 2 2 Larus argentatus

1 Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus

1 Caspian Tern 1 1 Hydroprogne caspia

2 Forster's Tern 2 6 Sterna forsteri

9 Rock Pigeon 8 30 Columba livia

4 Band-tailed Pigeon 3 3 Patagioenas fasciata
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9 Eurasian Collared-Dove 9 150 Streptopelia decaocto

4 White-winged Dove 2 1 Zenaida asiatica

9 Mourning Dove 7 70 Zenaida macroura

1 Inca Dove Columbina inca

2 Greater Roadrunner Geococcyx californianus

8 Barn Owl 3 3 Tyto alba pratincola

9 Great Horned Owl 2 1 Bubo virginianus subarcticus

9 Burrowing Owl 3 15 Athene cunicularia hypugaea

7 Long-eared Owl 1 1 Asio otus tuftsi

6 Boreal Owl Aegolius funereus

3 Northern Saw-whet Owl Aegolius acadicus

8 White-throated Swift 2 24 Aeronautes saxatalis

1 Black-chinned Hummingbird Archilochus alexandri

2 Broad-tailed Hummingbird 1 1 Selasphorus platycercus

8 Belted Kingfisher 2 1 Megaceryle alcyon

9 Lewis's Woodpecker 2 1 Melanerpes lewis

5 Red-bellied Woodpecker 2 1 Melanerpes carolinus

1 Williamson's Sapsucker Sphyrapicus thyroideus

4 Red-naped Sapsucker Sphyrapicus nuchalis

9 Downy Woodpecker 2 1 Picoides pubescens

6 Hairy Woodpecker 1 2 Picoides villosus

4 American Three-toed Woodpecker Picoides tridactylus dorsalis

9 Northern Flicker 8 8 Colaptes auratus

9 Northern Flicker (Yellow-shafted) 1 3 Colaptes auratus [auratus Group]

1 Gray Flycatcher Empidonax wrightii

2 Black Phoebe 1 2 Sayornis nigricans

6 Eastern Phoebe 2 1 Sayornis phoebe

9 Say's Phoebe 6 7 Sayornis saya

1 Vermilion Flycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus

1 Ash-throated Flycatcher Myiarchus cinerascens

1 Cassin's Kingbird Tyrannus vociferans

3 Western Kingbird 2 5 Tyrannus verticalis

8 Loggerhead Shrike 6 9 Lanius ludovicianus

2 Northern Shrike Lanius excubitor

5 Gray Jay Periscoreus canadensis capitalis

9 Steller's Jay 3 12 Cyanocitta stelleri macrolopha

8 Blue Jay 2 12 Cyanocitta cristata

9 Western Scrub-Jay 2 11 Aphelocoma californica

6 Pinyon Jay 1 50 Gymnorhinus cyanocephalus

7 Clark's Nutcracker Nucifraga columbiana

9 Black-billed Magpie 9 100 Pica hudsonia

9 American Crow 7 60 Corvus brachyrhynchos

8 Chihuahuan Raven 1 10 Corvus cryptoleucus

9 Common Raven 9 20 Corvus corax

9 Horned Lark 6 400 Eremophila alpestris

9 Tree Swallow 6 60 Tachycineta bicolor

2 Violet-green Swallow 2 15 Tachycineta thalassina

8 Northern Rough-winged Swallow 2 10 Stelgidopteryx serripennis

2 Bank Swallow 2 5 Riparia riparia
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9 Barn Swallow 7 12 Hirundo rustica

3 Cliff Swallow 3 20 Petrochelidon pyrrhonota

9 Black-capped Chickadee 4 4 Poecile atricapilla

9 Mountain Chickadee 3 8 Poecile gambeli gambeli

5 Juniper Titmouse 2 2 Baeolophus griseus

5 Bushtit 1 5 Psaltriparus minimus

7 Red-breasted Nuthatch 1 1 Sitta canadensis

3 White-breasted Nuthatch (Eastern) Sitta carolinensis carolinensis

8 White-breasted Nut. (Mountain) 3 3 Sitta carolinensis nelsoni

6 Pygmy Nuthatch 1 6 Sitta pygmaea

3 Brown Creeper 1 1 Certhia americana

9 Rock Wren 2 12 Salpinctes obsoletus

8 Canyon Wren 3 2 Catherpes mexicanus

1 Carolina Wren Thryomanes ludovicianus

8 Bewick's Wren 2 1 Thryomanes bewickii

2 House Wren Troglodytes aedon

7 Marsh Wren 1 3 Cistothorus palustris

9 American Dipper 2 2 Cinclus mexicanus

9 Ruby-crowned Kinglet 1 2 Regulus calendula

1 Golden-crowned Kinglet Regulus satrapa

4 Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 2 3 Polioptila nigriceps

7 Eastern Bluebird 1 3 Sialia sialis

9 Western Bluebird 1 2 Sialia mexicana

9 Mountain Bluebird 4 30 Sialia currucoides

9 Townsend's Solitaire 1 1 Myadestes townsendi

2 Hermit Thrush 1 1 Catharus guttatus

9 American Robin 9 60 Turdus migratorius

1 Varied Thrush Ixoreus naevius

5 Northern Mockingbird 2 4 Mimus polyglottos

7 Sage Thrasher 2 2 Oreoscoptes montanus

2 Brown Thrasher 2 2 Toxostoma rufum

7 Curve-billed Thrasher 4 2 Toxostoma curvirostre

9 European Starling 9 500 Sturnus vulgaris

1 Bohemian Waxwing Bombycilla garrulus

7 Cedar Waxwing 2 60 Bombycilla cedrorum

8 American Pipit 1 10 Anthus rubescens

1 Tennessee Warbler Oreothlypis peregrina

3 Orange-crowned Warbler 2 3 Oreothlypis celata

1 Virginia's Warbler Oreothlypis virginiae

1 Northern Parula Parula americana

1 Yellow Warbler Dendroica petechia

9 Yellow-rumped Warbler (Audubon's) 2 4 Dendroica coronata auduboni

7 Yellow-rumped Warbler (Myrtle) 3 12 Dendroica coronata coronata

1 Yellow-throated Warbler Dendroica dominica

3 Wilson's Warbler 2 1 Wilsonia pusilla

9 Spotted Towhee 5 5 Pipilo maculatus

9 Canyon Towhee 2 2 Melozone fuscus

3 Cassin's Sparrow 1 1 Peucaea cassinii

4 Rufous-crowned Sparrow Aimophila ruficeps
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4 Chipping Sparrow 5 200 Spizella passerina

2 Brewer's Sparrow Spizella breweri

1 Field Sparrow Spizella pusilla

1 Black-chinned Sparrow 1 1 Spizella atrogularis

8 Vesper Sparrow 5 650 Pooecetes gramineus

2 Lark Sparrow 3 10 Chondestes grammacus

7 Black-throated Sparrow 2 6 Amphispiza bilineata

3 Sage Sparrow Amphispiza belli canescens

5 Lark Bunting 2 30 Calamospiza melanocorys

3 Savannah Sparrow 2 2 Passerculus sandwichensis

3 Grasshopper Sparrow Ammodramus savannarum

2 Fox Sparrow (Slate-colored) Passerella iliaca

9 Song Sparrow 6 4 Melospiza melodia

8 Lincoln's Sparrow 2 2 Melospiza lincolnii

3 White-throated Sparrow 1 1 Zonotrichia albicollis

4 Harris's Sparrow 1 1 Zonotrichia querula

9 White-crowned Sparrow 7 300 Zonotrichia leucophrys

8 "Slate-colored" Junco 2 1 Junco hyemalis hyemalis

9 "Oregon" Junco 2 3 Junco hyemalis oreganus

9 "Pink-sided" Junco 6 6 Junco hyemalis mearnsi

1 "White-winged" Junco Junco hyemalis aikeni

9 "Gray-headed" Junco 6 80 Junco hyemalis caniceps

3 McCown's Longspur Calcarius maccownii

2 Chestnut-collared Longspur Calcarius ornatus

1 Summer Tanager Piranga rubra

4 Northern Cardinal 2 1 Cardinalis cardinalis

9 Red-winged Blackbird 9 2000 Agelaius phoeniceus

1 Eastern Meadowlark (Lilian's) Sturnella magna lilanae

9 Western Meadowlark 9 60 Sturnella neglecta

9 Yellow-headed Blackbird 7 30 Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus

4 Brewer's Blackbird 3 6 Euphagus cyanocephalus

9 Common Grackle 7 100 Quiscalus quiscula

9 Great-tailed Grackle 4 40 Quiscalus mexicanus

9 Brown-headed Cowbird 3 30 Molothrus ater

8 Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch Leucosticte tephrocotis tephrocotis

4 Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch (Hepburn's) 1 1 Leucosticte tephrocotis [littoralis Group]

8 Black Rosy-Finch 1 4 Leucosticte atrata

9 Brown-capped Rosy-Finch 3 120 Leucosticte australis

9 Pine Grosbeak 1 5 Pinicola enucleator montanus

9 Cassin's Finch 5 12 Carpodacus cassinii

9 House Finch 9 30 Carpodacus mexicanus

6 Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra

1 White-winged Crossbill Loxia leucoptera

9 Pine Siskin 5 120 Spinus pinus vagans

2 Lesser Goldfinch Spinus psaltria

9 American Goldfinch 4 40 Spinus tristis

6 Evening Grosbeak 2 5 Coccothraustes vespertinus brooksi

9 House Sparrow 9 100 Passer domesticus
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Mammals:

9 Eastern Cottontail X Sylviagus floridanus

8 Desert Cottontail X Sylviagus audubonii

3 Mountain Cottontail Sylviagus nuttallii

5 Black-tailed Jackrabbit Lepus californicus

1 Snowshoe Hare Lepus americanus

4 White-tailed Jackrabbit Lepus townsendii

9 Eastern Fox Squirrel X Sciurus niger

1 Abert's Squirrel Sciurus aberti

7 Red Squirrel X Tamiasciurus hudsonicus

8 Least Chipmunk X Tamias minimus

1 Uinta Chipmunk Tamias umbrinus

3 Colorado Chipmunk X Tamias quadrivittatus

2 Hopi Chipmunk X Tamias rufus

7 Golden-mantled Ground Squirrel X Spremophilus lateralis

6 Thirteen-lined Ground Squirrel Spermophilus tridecemlineatus

2 Spotted Ground Squirrel Spermophilus spilisoma

8 Rock Squirrel X Spermophilus variegatus

9 Wyoming Ground Squirrel X Spermophilus slegans

9 Black-tailed Prairie Dog X Cynomys ludovicianus

5 White-tailed Prairie Dog Cynomys leucurus

8 Gunnison's Prairie Dog X Cynomys gunnisoni

3 Yellow-bellied Marmot Marmota flaviventris

1 White-tailed Antelope Squirrel X Amnospermophilus leucurus

3 Northern Raccoon Procyon lotor

1 Virginia Opossum Dildelphis virginiana

3 Striped Skunk Mephitis mephitis

8 North American Porcupine X Erethizon dorsatum

3 American Beaver Castor canadensis

7 Common Muskrat X Erethizon dorsatum

1 Northern River Otter Lontra canadensis

1 American Mink Mustela vison

2 American Badger Taxidea taxus

2 Long-tailed Weasel Mustela frenata

1 Short-tailed Weasel (Ermine) Mustela erminea

9 Coyote X Canis latrans

4 Red Fox Vulpes vulpes

1 Gray Fox Urocyon cinereoargenteus

1 Swift Fox Vulpes velox

1 Bobcat Lynx rufus

9 White-tailed Deer X Odocoileus virginianus

9 Mule Deer X Odocoileus hemionus

4 Moose Alces alces

9 Elk X Cervus elaphus

9 Pronghorn X Antilocapra americana

7 Bighorn Sheep X Ovis canadensis

2 Feral Horse X Equus caballus

2 House Mouse Mus musculus
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1 North American Deermouse Peromyscus maniculatus

1 Western Harvest Mouse Reithrodontomys meglotis

3 Hispid Cotton Rat Sigmodon hispidus

2 Ord's Kangaroo Rat Dipodomys ordii

1 Montane Vole Microtus montanus

Amphibians and Reptiles:

1 Western Chorus Frog X H Pseudacris triseriata

1 Yellow Mud Turtle X Kinosternon flavescens

1 Red-eared Slider X Trachemys scripta

1 Texas Horned Lizard X Phrynosoma cornutum

Butterflies:

1 Black Swallowtail Papilio polyxenes

1 Western Tiger Swallowtail X Papilio rutulus

2 Cabbage White X Pieris rapae

1 Spring White Pontia sisymbrii

2 Clouded Sulphur X Colias philodice

1 Orange Sulphur Colias eurytheme

2 Dainy Sulphur X Nathalis iole

1 Variegated Fritillary Euptoieta claudia

1 Goatweed Leafwing X Anaea andria

1 Pearl Crescent Phyciodes tharos

1 Hoary Comma Polygonia gracilis

2 Mourning Cloak X Nymphalis antiopa

1 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui

1 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta

2 Monarch X Danaus plexippus

1 Common Checkered-Skipper X Pyrgus communis
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