GUATEMALA - THE HIGHLANDS AND TIKAL

In the last two decades of stable government and insurgent-free existence, Guatemala has made
great strides in ecotourism and is rapidly becoming the new birding Mecca in Central America.
This comparatively small country embraces seven main ecosystems and accordingly a
remarkably varied selection of birds (over 700 species, many of them iconic) including many
regional endemics (of which we tallied 30). This new WINGS tour visited as many sites as
possible in 10 relaxed days. We enjoyed such vistas of outstanding natural beauty as the
breathtaking volcano-fringed lake AtitlAn, the charm of 16th- and 17th-century Antigua, a
sequence of private nature reserves created on coffee fincas, offering comfortable
accommodation and wholesome food, and the world-famous Tikal national park. Daily dazzles
included orioles, euphonias, hummingbirds, tanagers, trogans, toucans, aracaris, motmots,
parrots and parakeets — the very epitome of tropical birds — complemented by a showy selection
of wintering North American warblers (28 of them, including the highly sought-after Golden-
cheeked).

Abiding images include a sunlit tree at Rincon Suizo decorated as if for Christmas with Pink-
headed Warbler, Red-faced Warbler, Crescent-chested Warbler, Wilson’'s, Townsend’s, Olive,
Yellow, Tennessee, Hermit, Black-and-White, Bushtit, Hutton’s Vireo, Brown Creeper, Tufted
Flycatcher, Slate-throated Redstart and other baubles. A stunning, unreal selection. Or Red-
capped Manakins outblossoming the brightest bromeliad. Or parrots and parakeets not just as fly-
bys but perched to reveal how they earned their names — red lores, white crowns, white
foreheads, yellow napes, olive throats, orange foreheads, orange chins. Or trogans as lusciously
ripe and motionless as fruit in the foliage. Or hummingbirds (Azure-crowned, Magnificent and
Rufous Sabrewing) on the feeders as we too enjoyed an elegant buffet lunch. But the grand
climax was surely Tikal — sitting atop Temple IV with a pair of Orange-breasted Falcons on the
scaffolding just above us and a Crested Guan on a treetop below us; the army ants with the
accompanying fearless feeding frenzies of acrobatic leapfrogging woodcreepers interspersed with
Grey-headed Tanagers and Red-crowned and Red-throated Ant-Tanagers; the “rare and elusive”
Ocellated Turkeys wandering around the ruins like chickens in a farmyard; or just quiet walks
along the forest trails to come across yet another temple, row of stelae, or limestone slab
recording the capture of the ruler Wilan Tok Wayib by the Tikal ruler Yik'in Chan Kawil on
December 8, 748 AD. And all this while encountering one exciting avian speciality after another:
Great Curassow, King Vulture, Ruddy Quail-Dove, Yucatan Nightjar, White-bellied Emerald,
Violaceus Trogan, Keel-billed Toucan, Pale-billed and Lineated Woodpeckers, Eye-ringed Flatbill,
Royal and Sulphur-rumped Flycatchers, Rufous Mourner, Tawny-crowned and Lesser Greenlets,
White-bellied Wren, Yellow-breasted Chat, Black-throated Shrike Tanager, Green-backed
Sparrow, Black-cowled Oriole, Olive-backed Euphonia... This must be one of the world’'s best
birding sites.

In itemizing a score or more of species like that, it is significant to recall how each site on our
itinerary yielded a different set of specialities. El Pilar gave us Collared Trogan, Guatemalan
(Northern) Flicker, Blue-headed Vireo, Bushy-crested Jay, Eastern Bluebird, Black and Rufous-
collared Robins, Blue-and white Mockingbird, Gray Silky-flycatcher, Chestnut-sided and Golden-
cheeked Warblers, Elegant Euphonia, Black-headed Siskin, Lesser Goldfinch and the easily-
overlooked endemic Hooded Grosbeak. Rincon Suizo, in addition to our bauble tree, offered
Band-tailed Pigeon, White-eared Hummingbird, Mountain Trogan, Spot-crowned Woodcreeper,
Steller's Jay, Rufous-browed Wren and a proliferation of Acorn Woodpeckers. Los Andes, most
remembered for the Blue-tailed hummingbirds and Provost's Ground-Sparrows outside our
rooms, added Highland Guan, Broad-winged and Short-tailed Hawks, Crested Caracara, Red-
billed pigeon, Pacific Parakeet, Emerald Toucanet, Common Tody-Flycatcher and Yellow-
throated Euphonia. Our day around Lake Atitlan produced Ruddy Duck, Brown Pelican (“rare far
offshore”), Yellow-naped Parrot, Lesser Roadrunner, Sparkling-tailed hummingbird, Black
Phoebe, a Brown-backed Solitaire finally perched in the open, White-throated Magpie-Jay,
MacGillivray’s and Rufous-capped Warblers and Black-vented Oriole. Los Tarrales overwhelmed
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us with White-bellied Chachalaca, Orange-chinned and Orange-fronted Parakeets, Squirrel
Cuckoo, Long-billed Starthroat, Cinnamon Hummingbird, Blue-crowned and Turquoise-browed
Motmots, Collared Aracari, Barred Antshrike, Rufous-breasted Spinetail, Northern Bentbill, Paltry
Tyrannulet, Rose-throated Becard, Rufous-naped Wren, Golden-crowned Warbler, White-winged
Tanager, Scrub Euphonia, Red-legged Honeycreeper, Spot-breasted and Altamira Orioles — but
most of all Long-tailed Manakin, Tody Motmot, and Blue-throated Goldentail. Even Yaxha, the
impressive Maya site which gave us a foretaste of Tikal, offered different birds: Laughing Falcon,
Ornate Hawk-eagle, Scaly-breasted Hummingbird, Purple-crowned fairy, White-whiskered
Puffbird, Buff-throated Foliage-Cleaner, Bright-rumped Attila and Blue Bunting.

Yet the lasting impression is not merely of a sequence of colourful and exotic species but of a
beautiful country with a warm and welcoming population anxious to protect the environment and
provide a happy and satisfying experience for visiting birdwatchers and ecotourists in general.
The Guatemala Tourism Board promotes the slogan “Guatemala, soul of the earth” — and that’'s a
good summary.

- Bryan Bland
BIRD LIST:
Column A = Number of tours on which this species has been recorded.
Column B = Number of days this species was seen on the last tour.
Column C = Maximum daily count for this species on the last tour.
H = Heard Only
E = Tikal Extension only
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Little Tinamou

Lesser Scaup

Ruddy Duck
White-bellied Chachalaca
Crested Guan

E Crypturellus soui
Aythya affinis

Oxyura jamaicensis
Ortalis leucogastra
Penelope purpurascens
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Highland Guan H Penelopina nigra

Great Curassow Crax rubra

Ocellated Turkey 2 Meleagris ocellata
Least Grebe E Tachybaptus dominicus

Pied-billed Grebe
Brown Pelican

Podilymbus podiceps
Pelecanus occidentalis

Neotropic Cormorant 3 E Phalacrocorax brasilianus
Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias
Great Egret Ardea alba

Snowy Egret
Little Blue Heron
Tricolored Heron
Cattle Egret
Green Heron

Egretta thula
Egretta caerulea
Egretta tricolor
Bubulcus ibis
Butorides virescens
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Black Vulture 1 100 Coragyps atratus
Turkey Vulture 15 Cathartes aura

King Vulture 1 E Sarcoramphus papa
Snail Kite 1 E Rostrhamus sociabilis
Common Black-Hawk 1 Buteogallus anthracinus
Gray Hawk 4 Buteo nitidus

Roadside Hawk 1 Buteo magnirostris
Broad-winged Hawk 1 Buteo platypterus
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Short-tailed Hawk
Ornate Hawk-Eagle
Barred Forest-Falcon
Crested Caracara
Laughing Falcon
American Kestrel

Bat Falcon
Orange-breasted Falcon
Peregrine Falcon
Ruddy Crake
Gray-necked Wood-Rail
American Coot

Limpkin

Killdeer

Northern Jacana
Spotted Sandpiper
Lesser Sandpiper
Laughing Gull

Royal Tern

Rock Pigeon

Red-billed Pigeon
Short-billed Pigeon
Band-tailed Pigeon
White-winged Dove
Inca Dove

Common Ground-Dove
Ruddy Ground-Dove
White-tipped Dove
White-faced Quail-Dove
Ruddy Quail-Dove
Olive-throated Parakeet
Pacific Parakeet
Orange-fronted Parakeet
Barred Parakeet
Orange-chinned Parakeet
White-crowned Parrot
White-fronted Parrot
Red-lored Parrot

Mealy Parrot
Yellow-naped Parrot
Squirrel Cuckoo

Lesser Roadrunner
Groove-billed Ani
Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl
Yucatan Nightjar
White-collared Swift
Vaux?s Swift

Lesser Swallow-tailed Swift
Scaly-breasted Hummingbird
Rufous Sabrewing
Violet Sabrewing
Green-breasted Mango

Blue-throated Goldentail (Sapphire)

White-eared Hummingbird
White-bellied Emerald
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Buteo brachyurus
Spizaetus ornatus
Micrastur ruficollis
Caracara cheriway
Herpetotheres cachinnans
Falco sparverius

Falco rufigularis

Falco deiroleucus
Falco peregrinus
Laterallus ruber
Aramides cajanea
Fulica americana
Aramus guarauna
Charadrius vociferus
Jacana spinosa

Actitis macularius
Calidris minutilla

Larus atricilla

Sterna maxima
Columba livia
Patagioenas flavirostris
Patagioenas nigrirostris
Patagioenas fasciata
Zenaida asiatica
Columbina inca
Columbina passerina
Columbina talpacoti
Leptotila verreauxi
Geotrygon albifacies
Geotrygon montana
Aratinga nana

Aratinga strenua
Aratinga canicularis
Bolborhynchus lineola
Brotogeris jugularis
Pionus senilis
Amazona albifrons
Amazona autumnalis
Amazona farinosa
Amazona auropalliata
Piaya cayana
Geococcyx velox
Crotophaga sulcirostris
Glaucidium brasilianum
Caprimugus Badius
Streptoprocne zonaris
Chaetura vauxi
Panyptila cayennensis
Phaeochroa cuvierii
Campylopterus rufus
Campylopterus hemileucurus
Anthracothorax prevostii
Hylocharis eliciae
Hylocharis leucotis
Amazilia candida
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Azure-crowned Hummingbird
Berylline Hummingbird
Blue-tailed Hummingbird
Cinnamon Hummingbird
Magnificent Hummingbird
Long-billed Starthroat
Ruby-throated Hummingbird
Purple-crowned Fairy
Violaceous Trogon

Mountain Trogon

Collared Trogon
Resplendent Quetzal

Tody Motmot

Blue-throated Motmot
Blue-crowned Motmot
Turquoise-browed Motmot
Belted Kingfisher
White-whiskered Puffbird
Emerald Toucanet

Collared Aracari

Keel-billed Toucan

Acorn Woodpecker
Golden-fronted Woodpecker
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
Smoky-brown Woodpecker
Golden-olive Woodpecker
Northern Flicker (Guatemalan)
Lineated Woodpecker
Pale-billed Woodpecker
Rufous-breasted Spinetail
Scaly-throated Foliage-gleaner
Buff-throated Foliage-gleaner
Ruddy Foliage-gleaner
Tawny-winged Woodcreeper
Ruddy Woodcreeper
Olivaceous Woodcreeper
Northern Barred Woodcreeper
Ivory-billed Woodcreeper
Spotted Woodcreeper
Spot-crowned Woodcreeper
Barred Antshrike
Black-faced Antthrush

Paltry Tyrannulet

Northern Bentbill
CommonTody-Flycatcher
Eye-ringed Flatbill
Stub-tailed Spadebill

Royal Flycatcher
Sulphur-rumped Flycatcher
Tufted Flycatcher

Greater Pewee

Tropical Pewee
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher
Least Flycatcher
Hammond?s Flycatcher
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Amazilia cyanocephala
Amazilia beryllina
Amazilia cyanura

Amazilia rutila

Eugenes fulgens
Heliomaster longirostris
Archilochus colubris
Heliothryx barroti

Trogon violaceus

Trogon mexicanus

Trogon collaris
Pharomachrus mocinno
Hylomanes momotula
Aspatha gularis

Momotus momota
Eumomota superciliosa
Ceryle alcyon

Malacoptila panamensis
Aulacorhynchus prasinus
Pteroglossus torquatus
Ramphastos sulfuratus
Melanerpes formicivorus
Melanerpes aurifrons
Sphyrapicus varius
Veniliornis fumigatus
Piculus rubiginosus
Colaptes auratus mexicanoides
Dryocopus lineatus
Campephilus guatemalensis
Synallaxis erythrothorax
Anabacerthia variegaticeps
Automulus ochrolaemus
Automolus rubiginosus
Dendrocincla anabatina
Dendrocincla homochroa
Sittasomus griseicapillus
Dendrocolaptes sanctithomae
Xiphorhynchus flavigaster
Xiphorhynchus erythropygius
Lepidocolaptes affinis
Thamnophilus doliatus
Formicarius analis
Zimmerius vilissimus
Oncostoma cinereigulare
Todirostrum cinereum
Rhynchocyclus brevirostris
Platyrinchus cancrominus
Onychorhyncus coronatus
Myiobius sulphureipygius
Mitrephanes phaeocercus
Contopus pertinax
Contopus cinereus
Empidonax flaviventris
Empidonax minimus
Empidonax hammondi
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Black Phoebe
Bright-rumped Attila

Rufous Mourner
Dusky-capped Flycatcher
Great Crested Flycatcher
Brown-crested Flycatcher
Great Kiskadee

Boat-billed Flycatcher
Social Flycatcher

Tropical Kingbird

Couch's Kingbird

Western Kingbird
Rose-throated Becard
Masked Tityra

Red-capped Manakin
Long-tailed Manakin
Yellow-throated Vireo
Blue-headed Vireo
Hutton?s Vireo

Warbling Vireo

White-eyed Vireo
Tawny-crowned Greenlet
Lesser Greenlet
Rufuous-browed Peppershrike
Steller?s Jay (Central American)
White-throated Magpie-Jay
Green Jay

Brown Jay

Bushy-crested Jay

Purple Martin
Gray-breasted Martin
Mangrove Swallow
Violet-green Swallow
Black-capped Swallow
Northern Rough-winged Swallow
Ridgway's Rough-winged Swallow
Barn Swallow

Bushtit

Brown Creeper
Band-backed Wren
Rufuous-naped Wren
Spot-breasted Wren
Rufous-and-white Wren
White-bellied Wren

Plain Wren

House Wren (southern)
Rufous-browed Wren
White-breasted Wood-Wren
Gray-breasted Wood-Wren
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
Eastern Bluebird
Brown-backed Solitaire
Orange-billed Nightingale-Thrush
Spotted Nightingale-Thrush
Swainson?s Thrush

QR RFRPUOPFRPWOFRPPFPANRFPPFPOWOWORPRWWONPERONNMNNENOPRPWOERPNNPFPOORPNONMNNPAPRPOPRPOOOOWRNWOWEANEDN

=

[EnN

=N w
PO ORFRPROFRPNNWONEPNWWONORPNWWNENREFEREDNE,

PWE NRPRER R
VOO hOONOR OU

[EnY

[EY
ARPRPRUONWRRORANRPRRRPOO®

mImm

Immm

E/H

mimim

mIm

E/H

ITT

Sayornis nigricans

Attila spadiceus
Thytipterna holerythra
Myiarchus tuberculifer
Myiarchus crinitus
Myiarchus tyrannulus
Pitangus sulphuratus
Megarynchus pitangua
Myiozetetes similis
Tyrannus melancholicus
Tyrannus couchii
Tyrannus verticalis
Pachyramphus aglaiae
Tityra semifasciata

Pipra mentalis
Chiroxiphia linearis

Vireo flavifrons

Vireo solitarius

Vireo huttoni

Vireo gilvus

Vireo griseus

Hylophilus ochraceiceps
Hylophilus decurtatus
Cyclarhis gujanensis
Cyanocitta stelleri coronata
Calocitta formosa
Cyanocorax yncas
Cyanocorax morio
Cyanocorax melanocyaneus
Progne subis

Progne chalybea
Tachycineta albilinea
Tachycineta thalassina
Notiochelidon pileata
Stelgidopteryx serripennis
Stelgidopteryx ridgwayi
Hirundo rustica
Psaltriparus minimus
Certhia americana
Campylorhynchus zonatus
Campylorhynchus rufinucha
Thryothorus maculipectus
Thryothorus rufalbus
Uropsila leucogastra
Thryothorus modestus
Troglodytes aedon
Troglodytes rufociliatus
Henicorhina leucosticta
Henicorhina leucophrys
Polioptila caerulea

Sialia sialis

Myadestes occidentalis
Catharus aurantiirostris
Catharus dryas

Catharus ustulatus
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Wood Thrush

Black Robin

Clay-colored Robin
White-throated Robin
Rufous-collared Robin
Gray Catbird
Blue-and-white Mockingbird
Cedar Waxwing

Gray Silky-flycatcher

Olive Warbler
Golden-winged Warbler
Tennessee Warbler
Nashville Warbler
Crescent-chested Warbler
Yellow Warbler
Chestnut-sided Warbler
Magnolia Warbler
Yellow-rumped Warbler
Black-throated Green Warbler
Golden-cheeked Warbler
Townsend?s Warbler
Hermit Warbler
Black-and-white Warbler
American Redstart
Worm-eating Warbler
Ovenbird

Louisiana Waterthrush
Kentucky Warbler
MacGillivray?s Warbler
Hooded Warbler

Wilson?s Warbler
Red-faced Warbler
Pink-headed Warbler
Slate-throated Redstart
Golden-crowned Warbler
Rufous-capped Warbler
Yellow-breasted Chat
Gray-headed Tanager
Black-throated Shrike-Tanager
Red-crowned Ant-Tanager
Red-throated Ant-Tanager
Summer Tanager
Western Tanager
White-winged Tanager
Blue-gray Tanager
Yellow-winged Tanager
Red-legged Honeycreeper
Blue-black Grassquit
White-collared Seedeater
Prevost?s Ground-Sparrow
White-eared Ground-Sparrow
Rufous-collared Sparrow
Green-backed Sparrow
Grayish Saltator
Black-headed Saltator
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Hylocichla mustelina
Turdus infuscatus
Turdus grayi

Turdus assimilis
Turdus rufitorques
Dumetella carolinensis
Melanotis hypoleucus
Bombycilla cedrorum
Ptilogonys cinereus
Peucedramus taeniatus
Vermivora chrysoptera
Vermivora peregrina
Vermivora ruficapilla
Parula superciliosa
Dendroica petechia
Dendroica pensylvanica
Dendroica magnolia
Dendroica coronata
Dendroica virens
Dendroica chrysoparia
Dendroica townsendi
Dendroica occidentalis
Mniotilta varia
Setophaga ruticilla
Helmitheros vermivorum
Seiurus aurocapilla
Seiurus motacilla
Oporornis formosus
Oporornis tolmiei
Wilsonia citrina
Wilsonia pusilla
Cardellina rubrifrons
Ergaticus versicolor
Myioborus miniatus
Basileuterus culicivorus
Basileuterus rufifrons
Icteria virens
Eucometis penicillata
Lanio aurantius

Habia rubica

Habia fuscicauda
Piranga rubra

Piranga ludoviciana
Piranga leucoptera
Thraupis episcopus
Thraupis abbas
Cyanerpes cyaneus
Volatina jacarina
Sporophila torqueola
Melozone biarquata
Melozone leucotis
Zonotrichia capensis
Arremonops chloronotus
Saltator coerulescens
Saltator atriceps
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Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Blue Bunting

Indigo Bunting
Red-winged Blackbird
Melodious Blackbird
Great-tailed Grackle
Bronzed Cowbird
Black-cowled Oriole
Black-vented Oriole
Orchard Oriole
Yellow-tailed Oriole
Spot-breasted Oriole
Altamira Oriole

Baltimore Oriole
Yellow-billed Cacique
Montezuma Oropendola
Scrub Euphonia
Yellow-throated Euphonia
Elegant Euphonia
Olive-backed Euphonia
Blue-crowned Chlorophonia
Black-headed Siskin
Lesser Goldfinch

Hooded Grosbeak
House Sparrow
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Pheucticus ludovicianus
Cyanocompsa parellina
Passerina cyanea
Agelaius phoeniceus
Dives dives

Quiscalus mexicanus
Molothrus aeneus
Icterus prosthemalus
Icterus wagleri

Icterus spurius

Icterus mesomelas
Icterus pectoralis
Icterus gularis

Icterus galbula
Amblycercus holosericeus
Psaracolius montezuma
Euphonia affinis
Euphonia hirundinacea
Euphonia elegantissima
Euphonia gouldi
Chlorophonia occipitalis
Carduelis notata
Carduelis psaltria
Coccothraustes abeillei
Passer domesticus



